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Why is Proper Disposal Necessary? What Can I Do to Create Less Hazardous Waste?

  Use safer alternatives. Did you know that homemade window cleaner is as 
effective as commercial? (Visit http://www.marc.org/Environment/
SolidWaste/pdfs/safercleaning.pdf for more safe alternatives.)

  Read labels and buy the product with the lowest level of warning on the label.  
For example, buy products with "caution" vs. "poison” on the label.

  Buy the smallest amount that you need for the job. 

  Use up what you have first. 

  If you can't use it up, give it to someone who will. 

  

What is Household Hazardous Waste?

 Some jobs around the home may require the use of products 
containing hazardous components. The used or leftover contents of 
such consumer products are known as household hazardous waste (HHW).
 Americans generate 1.6 million tons 
of household hazardous waste per year. 
The average home can accumulate as 
much as 100 pounds of household 
hazardous waste. When improp-
erly disposed of, household 
hazardous waste can 
create a potential risk to 
people and our environ

-ment. This pamphlet describes 
steps that people can take to 
reduce the amount of household 
hazardous waste they generate and to
ensure that those wastes are safely stored, 
handled and disposed of properly.
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Completely finish using products in containers before 
disposal. Clean, empty containers can be put in the 
trash. 

Careless use and disposal of these substances contaminate our food, soil, water, 
and air; and seriously threaten the health of plants, animals and people.

 Hazardous chemicals can "pass through" treatment processes, storm drains or 
landfills and be discharged into our environment. This occurs because wastewa-
ter treatment plants are not designed to remove hazardous chemicals from 
wastewater, and storm drains can flow directly into water sources without any 
treatment at all.

 HHW thrown into the garbage can injure workers during collection or mix with 
other chemicals when landfilled.

 Groundwater used for drinking or 
irrigation can be contaminated 
when waste products are poured 
onto or seep into the ground.

 HHW stored in homes or garages 
can endanger emergency person-
nel responding to fires or other 
accidents.

Managing General Waste

TRANSFER STATION: Location – 2455 Hemmert Avenue, Idaho Falls, ID
HOURS: Monday through Saturday – 7:00 AM – 7:00 PM
The Transfer Station will accept all household garbage, bulky metal items, appliances, refrigerators, 
freezers, air conditioners, tires (with fee), automobile batteries (lead acid only), paint (if solidified 
only), grass, furniture, mattresses, carpet, used oil (5 gallons or less only), and antifreeze.
Note:  There is a $10.00 charge for each refrigerator, freezer and air conditioner.

HATCH PIT:  Location – 395 East 33 North – off Lewisville Hwy.  West of  Bish’s Outdoors.
 HOURS: Winter – Monday though Saturday – 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM
   (Est. November 1 through March 31)

Summer – Monday through Saturday – 7:00 AM to 7:00 PM
 (Est. April 1 through October 31)
      The Hatch Pit will accept only construction and demolition debris which 
includes wood products, branches, lumber, road spoils, bricks, concrete, tree 
stumps, packing material, soil, rocks, bulky metal items, yard debris (except grass), 
weeds, gravel and asphalt.
     The Hatch Pit will not accept household garbage and trash, garden produce, 
treated wood, grass, clothes, paper, agricultural waste (e.g. seeds, hay, straw, 
manure), burn barrels, tires, refrigerators, paint, oil, oil filters, bug killers, herbicides, 
empty paint cans, electronics, fluorescent lights, furniture, mattresses, carpet, plastic 
or metal fuel containers, or contaminated soil.  


